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For: COUPLING ARRANGEMENT 
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Date: 
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REPLY PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. §1.11 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

This Reply is being timely filed in response to the Office Action dated 
December 2, 2004 with an Election of Species Requirement. 

The Office Action requires restriction between Species I, shown in Figures 
1-13, and Species II, shown in Figures 14 and 15. Applicants hereby elect Species 
II, shown in Figures 14 and 15, for prosecution on the merits in this application, 
with traverse. Applicants note that the coupling arrangement of both species of the 
invention function in generally the same manner with first and second clamping 
rings having clamping bodies located therebetween. In the first embodiment, 
shown in Figures 1-13, the retainer is connected to the outer clamping ring, while in 
the second embodiment, shown in Figures 14 and 15, the retainer is connected to 
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the inner clamping ring. The embodiments also differ in which of the inner and 
outer clamping rings acts as the slipper ring to effectuate the clamping action. 
However, the operation of the coupling arrangement is generally the same in either 
case. 

Applicants submit that claims 1-21, 23, 24 and 25 read on the elected species, 
and are currently generic. 

If the examiner has any questions or believes that a telephonic interview 
would help to resolve any issues with respect to this application, the examiner is 
invited to contact the undersigned by telephone at the examiner's convenience. 

Prompt examination of the application is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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